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PREFACE . 


The  delay  in  the  completion  of  this  Report 
was  partly  due  to  the  late  arrival  of  statistics 
provided  by  the  Registrar-General  and  partly 
to  the  very  large  amount  of  A.R.P.  work, 
which  engaged  the  greater  part  of  the  time  of 
the  Officers  of  the  Department  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  year. 

The  Report  has  been  considerably  curtailed 
to  conform  with  the  wishes  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health  as  expressed  in  their  Circular  1961.  En- 
deavour has,  however,  been  made  to  present 
the  principal  vital  statistics  and  the  main 
features  of  these  Reports. 

The  loyal  and  willing  assistance  and  co-oper- 
ation by  the  Department’s  Staff  at  all  times  are 
here  gratefully  acknowledged. 


R.  MACLEOD. 


Statistics  of  the  Area . 


Two  estimates  of  the  population  have  been  supplied  by 
the  Registrar-General,  namely,  19,360  and  19,280,  the  former 
for  calculating  the  Birth  rates  and  the  latter  for  calculation  of 
Death  rates  or  the  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases.  The  Com- 
parability Factor  (Areal  Comparability  Factor)  is  given  as  1 T 9 

The  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  were  as 
follows  : Scarlet  fever  18,  Diphtheria  36,  Enteric  fever  1 
Pneumonia  43,  Puerperal  pyrexia  2,  Erysipelas  10. 

Live  Births  are  shown  in  two  forms,  one  (B.R.)  for  calcu- 
lating Births  rates,  the  other  (I.M.,  &c.)  for  calculating  Infant 
and  Maternal  mortalities  as  follows  : 


I.M. 

&c. 

B.R. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

185 

173 

183 

172 

Legitimate 

182 

169 

180 

168 

Illegitimate 

3 

4 

3 

4 

The  Still  Births 

were  as 

follows  : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

5 

8 

Legitimate 

5 

7 

Illegitimate 

0 

1 

The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  of  age  : 

Total  ...  5 8 

Legitimate  5 8 

Illegitimate  — — 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  1939. 


Causes  of  Death,  Males.  Females 

All  Causes  ...  ...  102  100 


1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

0 

2 

Measles 

0 

1 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

4 

Whooping  cough 

0 

1 

5 

Diphtheria 

0 

2 

6 

Influenza 

1 

2 

7 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

0 

0 

8 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

0 

0 

9 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

5 

6 

10 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

2 

0 

11 

Syphilis 

0 

0 

12 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 

tabes  dorsalis 

0 

1 

13 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

13 

16 

14 

Diabetes 

1 

5 

15 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  &c. 

9 

11 

16 

Heart  disease 

24 

18 

17 

Aneurysm 

0 

0 

18 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

2 

4 

19 

Bronchitis 

6 

8 

20 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

4 

2 

21 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

0 

22 

Peptic  ulcer 

2 

0 

23 

Diarrhoea  &c.  (under  2 years) 

0 

1 

24 

Appendicitis 

0 

1 

25 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

1 

26 

Other  diseases  of  Liver,  &c. 

1 

3 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

0 

2 

28 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

3 

2 

29 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

0 

30 

Other  puerperal  causes 

— 

1 

31 

Congenital  debility,  premature  births, 
malformations,  etc. 

1 

3 

32 

Senility 

6 

1 

33 

Suicide 

2 

0 

34 

Other  violence 

9 

1 

35 

Other  defined  diseases 

9 

6 

36 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

0 

0 

37 

Diarrhoea  (2  yrs.  & over) 

0 

1 

Note — Included  under  No.  35  are  Small-pox, 
Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephelitis. 


Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of 
Mortality,  Maternal  Death-rates,  and 
Case -rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases 
in  the  year  1839. 


England  and  Wales,  London, 
126  Great  Towns  and  148 


Smaller  Towns. 


(Provisional  Figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 
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Tates  per  1,000  Population. 


Births — 

Li  ve> « • ...  ... 

v3 1 1 1 1 * • • ...  ••• 

Deaths — 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  Sc  Paratyphoid  fevers 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Notifications — 

Smallpox 
Scarlet  fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  fever 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia 


Deaths  under  1 year  of  age 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 

Enteritis  under  2 years  of  age 

Maternal  Mortality — 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Others 
Total 


Maternal  Mortality — 

Puerpersl  Sepsis 

Others 

Total 

Notifications — 

Puerperal  Fever  \ 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ) 


150 

14  8 

15  6 

123 

18*3 

0'59 

0 59 

0 57 

044 

0*67 

12*1 

12  0 

112 

119 

12*3 

0*00 

0 00 

0*00 

0*00 

0 00 

0*00 

— 

— 

— 

— 

001 

001 

0 01 

0 00 

0 05 

0-01 

0*00 

0 00 

0*00 

0*00 

0‘03 

003 

0 02 

0 03 

005 

005 

005 

0*04 

0 02 

0 10 

021 

0T9 

0*20 

018 

0 15 

000 

0 00 

000 

_ 

0 00 

1*89 

1*96 

1 78 

1 53 

0 93 

1T4 

1*21 

1*16 

198 

1*86 

0 04 

003 

0 04 

0*03 

005 

0*34 

0*40 

0*31 

0 37 

0 51 

1 02 

121 

0 89 

099 

2 23 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

50 

53 

40 

48 

36 

4 6 

6'3 

30 

8*2 

2 8 

0*77) 

000 

2*16  i 

Not 

available 

2*79 

2*93  1 

2*79 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births 
(l.e.  Live  & Still) 


0*74) 

0*00 

2*08  ]■ 

Not 

available 

2*69 

2*82) 

2*69 

14*35 

17*26 

12*99 

| 3*31 
1 14*22 

5*38 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

for  the  Area . 

There  are  no  changes  to  report  in  the  Public  Health  Staff, 
Laboratory  facilities,  Ambulance  services,  Nursing  in  the 
home,  or  hospitals. 

“BETTER  HEALTH” 

The  Council  continued  the  issue  of  this  Journal,  of  which 
550  free  copies  monthly,  were  distributed  throughout  the  year 
In  the  past  ten  years  65,100  free  copies  have  been  so 
distributed  in  the  district. 


Housing. 

During  the  year  36  houses  were  completed  and  occupied. 
Some  25  houses  at  East  Rainton  were  completed  by  the  end 
of  September,  but  these  could  not  be  occupied  because  of  no 
water  supply  being  available. 


Privy  Conversions. 

The  number  of  privy  conversions  carried  out  during  1939 
was  1,015,  leaving  1,541  to  be  completed.  From  our  experi- 
ence in  carrying  out  the  large  scheme  of  1,000  conversions, 
there  is  little  doubt  that  few  of  the  remaining  ones  can  be 
completed  until  the  sewers  receive  attention. 
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